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Good afternoon, Senator Osten, Representative Walker, Senator Hartley, Representative Dathan, 

Representative Nolan, Senator Miner, Representative France, and distinguished members of the 

Appropriations Committee. 

 

My name is Dean Mason. I am a resident of Bridgeport. I am testifying regarding HB 5037, in 

support of increasing funding for adults in the Department of Mental Health and Addition Services 

(DMHAS) Budget. 

As a member of Bridge House (in Bridgeport), my life has changed for the greater good. After a 

month of being here, my mental health has improved in terms of not feeling left out and bored. 

The volunteer work here is energizing, and it keeps me busy during the days.  

The staff and members are very friendly and helpful towards me and everyone else. Thanks to 

the reach-out program and my mother, I’m happier, productive, and extra focused on doing my 

work and giving everything 100%. 

Please consider increasing funding for programs like Bridge House. Thank you for your time. 


